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Going ensshore at Mandwa involved one
legrover, followed by sliding {ungracefully) onto
an infatable rafi, which then took me the last few
vards, The boathouse on the beach was buzzing
with acfivity, and once on the patic, a learn-fo-sail
session got underway almost immediately. Shakeel
Kudrolli, India’s firstever gold medalist af the Asicn
Championships in China, and hislovely wite ran us
journalists through the basics, peppered with @
variety of sailing terms

The prawn<curmyrice served for lunch was
simple and sumptuous. And just as | was beginning
to feel drowsy, we were handed shorts and tees
to change info — it was fime 1o go sailing,

All thoughts of sleep were replaced by a simile
when | saw the sail boats with their colourful masts.
There were four types of Hobies — the Cal, Bravo,
Pico and Fun boat—and akayak. Under Shakeel's
expert guidance we scrambled onto the baals and
set off, balanced precariously on the edges. The
last of my doubts diminished as the breeze genly
pushed thiough my hair and the water began its
ployful assault as we weni further in

Contrary fo popular belief, boats with sails are
as thiillng as their speedy counterpors. On a
breezy day, the sall — which is designed 1o
gatherthe wind — will pick up speed faster than yau

can imagine. Handling the fowering sails and
guiding the craft in the direction you wish to go,

sail awa

NAVIGATE A DAY OFF IN THE DIRECTION
OF THE SEA. ELLE DISCOVERED IT MAKES using the ropes, con be a fun experience. Taking a
FOR AN INTERESTING MINI-GETAWAY Uturn invelves an almostacrobatic feat — you have

to move over from ane side 1o the oiher, slowly or
fast, depending on the wind, and then duck as the
sails change direction. With no barrier between

ursing volubly, with dark gloom seffing like a cloud over  yourselt and the water, you get complefely soaked
your head is perhaps not the best way 1o begin what's by the fime the ride's over, My favourile part was
been colled an "afternoon of exploration and fun”. But riding the waves up, over and dewn; the mation

fhen, naon on 1zing summer day is notthe hour | would have  had me squedling with joy

picked for learming fo sail After three hours of the great cutdoors,
FYI, | had been invited by Aquasail Sailiernce o expeiience its  taking turns on all the Hobies and a quick reund on
davleng sailing srogramme. So there | was, at the Gateway of  the kayak (very hord work; it beats the gym any
Inlicy, waiting for o speedboot 1o take me o Mandwa Getty n dayl, | was ready to call il o day. Sunburn and
Alibaug, and | heve 1o admil, | felt the excitement bulding up hitherte unkrown aching muscles were testoments
Contession A | have never been on o speedboal. Confession B to my day at sea. | refurned the same way | came
| have never had the privilege 1o stand of the privaie gate (reserved  the only difference being that this fime round, | was
farthe therrich wha own yachts], walling lor iy own lile ride o el in a lie bubble of happiness. Even gelting off my
me across, While there | saw a '\F}\H‘;,n’ ‘v"iiﬂy M.'}H\);(] disembark .'_i\N-Uf'!I(\-‘ r;[';tmdbom at the (;"DI_I!E--“N(_]\I,-’_ waiting
fiom his yacht, bestow smiles dll around and glide away in @ endlessly for ataxi and gelling on a crowded frain
block Mercedes did nothing te dampen my euphoria. And | hove
My ride arrived shorfly alter: A beauilful compact Beneteau  decided never fo crib abeut the heat when there is
speedboat, which cul o graceful but thillingly fast ide. Siting en @ promise of a day on the water. [

plush, beige lealher seats, the wind in my face, with the salt spreny »
it ; |< Siarmondsin he sunliaht felt tome. li N ! Aguasail Sailience, 2 J Calcot House, 8 MP Shetty
glitering like diarmonds in the sunlght felt to e, like something out of Morg, Fort, Mumbai 23. Inquiries, {022) 22043970.

a Bond mowve www.aquasaifindia.com
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